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T
here have been attem

pts at creating a cam
pus m

aster plan for as long as 
the C

ollege has been here, yet as circum
stances change, plans change.  

W
hen P

arrish burned for a second tim
e in the late 19th century, T

rotter 
H

all w
as relocated at "a great distance" to prevent the spread of fire in the 

event of another tragedy.   S
om

e fifty years ago, the athletic com
plex that 

had been planned north of P
arrish w

as m
oved south of the tracks to 

accom
m

odate increased enrollm
ent. M

ore recently, a plan that called for 
the dem

olition of B
eardsley w

as cast aside for a plan that instead rem
oved 

P
arrish A

nnex and erected K
ohlberg H

all, creating a north cam
pus 

quadrangle.  

T
he C

ollege does not have a m
aster plan nor is w

hat follow
s such a plan.  

T
here are tw

o reasons behind this lack.  F
irst, our experience tell us that 

these plans grow
 old very quickly and once one thread is broken, the plan 

finds its w
ay into som

eone's draw
er.  P

lans for the future are m
ore solidly 

built upon general principles than detailed draw
ings.  S

econd, the C
ollege 

is currently com
m

itted to m
aintaining an enrollm

ent just slightly above 
current levels.  Y

et, our history regarding enrollm
ent has been rem

arkably 
consistent -an average of alm

ost one percent a year grow
th over the 140 

years since our founding.  W
hile w

e have steadfastly rem
ained sm

all, 
especially in com

parison to our liberal arts colleagues, w
e have gotten 

bigger.  T
o do long-range planning based upon a sudden reversal of this 

long-term
 trend seem

s unw
ise.

O
ur cam

pus has never been as aw
e-inspiring as it is today.  T

his is not 
just a m

atter of good fortune.  T
here are certain principles that have 

guided m
ost of the planning decisions.  W

hile these principles have m
ost 

often been un-spoken, our purpose here is to articulate these principles in 
one docum

ent. 

 T
he principles and values in this docum

ent w
ere first articulated during 

the N
orth C

am
pus planning process in the early 1990s, reinforced during 

the planning phases for both the U
nified S

cience C
enter (1999) and the 

new
 residence hall (2001), and further refined and confirm

ed by the 
C

ollege's Land U
se P

lanning C
om

m
ittee (2002).  

Life at S
w

arthm
ore is first and forem

ost an enriching intellectual 
experience.  A

t the sam
e tim

e, the experience of living or w
orking on 

cam
pus or even just visiting can be visually and em

otionally pow
erful. 

T
here is a feeling one gets from

 sim
ply w

alking on cam
pus, w

hether your 
path leads up M

agill W
alk under the shade of the sw

am
p w

hite oaks, into 
the w

oods dow
n the stone steps of the am

phitheater, or across P
arrish 

Law
n on a sunny afternoon.  It is clear to all m

em
bers of the college 

com
m

unity that S
w

arthm
ore's built and natural environm

ents have created 
an extraordinary place w

here rem
arkable things happen. 

 A
rchitects w

ho visit the C
am

pus speak of the landscape as w
hat is m

ost 
m

em
orable. B

uildings serve as a backdrop for the glorious open spaces 
such as P

arrish Law
n, M

agill W
alk, S

cott A
m

phitheater, N
ason G

arden, 
B

ond R
ose G

arden, and C
rum

 W
oods. T

he outdoor room
s and gardens 

are too num
erous to nam

e, and each one is som
eone's favorite place.

Y
et, w

hat w
e build is critically im

portant and w
here w

e build is im
perative 

for the preservation of the intangible quality of the cam
pus.  H

ow
 then do 

w
e as stew

ards of this m
agnificent place ensure that its grace and beauty 

are preserved and enhanced for the next 140 years?  W
hat lessons can 

w
e learn from

 the past and w
hat principles should guide us in the future?


